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1. Relations with Local Commmnist Party.

25X1 Prior to 1939 the Polish Red Cross conducted its activities through the cooper-
25X1 ation of public spiritsd citizens. Many of these were hichly placed and cthers
were socially prominent. Among the founders or charter riembers wers two people
who have retained their posts until December 1945, namely, Joseph Wielowiejskl

- and Countess Tarnowska.

After the fall of the Polish Government and occupation of the country by the
Germans, the Polish Red Cross continued its unpolitical activities and brought
aid to the victims of war. It is noteworthy that Hr. Plapert, Polish Director
of the Red Cross, was selected by the Germans from the Red Cross and is now
living in Cracow. :

After the creation of the Provisionzl Polish fovernment in Moscow (the Iublin
Government) in 1944, the Polish Hed Cross was made one of the targeis of the
Polish Comrmnists,

Warsaw was freed from the Germans on 19 Janwary 1945, and the Polish Lublin
Government moved inte Wersaw - Prags ~ gsoon after thet. This new Communist
sontrolled governmont did not get arcund to the communiszing of the Polish Red
Cross until ¥ay 1945, when the first reorganization took place.

At this time Fresident Lackert was replaced hy a Polish army man with prestige,
General Szeptycki. The General was & wenerable cld Red Jross worker who the
governoment felt, because of his 81 years, would mske a good front behind which
the Communists could benefit from his prestige and carry on their activities.
But there was still fire in the old general and he wsliantly fought all efforts
of the Polish Army and the Polish Varsaw Government to introduce members of ihe
Communist Party into the ranks of the Hxecutive Council, (Rada Naczelna). When
- the government realizsd that nothing could be done with Generel Szeplycki, they
removed him in Ssptember 1945 and named as President the former Counsel of the
Executive Commitiee, a Polish lawyer nemed lamdwik Christians. Christians was

& congenial man who tried to plsase everyone, and vet he was encugh of a Pole
to feel that the Red Cross should be unpolitical and should bring sid to his
war raveged homeland. Hiz made many concessions and some of the subordinate
positions were occupied by Communist Party members, but he did nod prove
coopsrative enough; hence he was removed in April 196,
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In Christien's place tho Polish Roveramont ncme Colonel losk;.qr‘lcz who was
a psychiatrist b_,’ training and profession. !e did his undergraduate work at
the lnivoersity of Lwow and taueht there nn’rﬁ] the full of Foland in 1939.

" shen the Russizns occurdled Iwow, Kosidewicy went to tie toviet Unioa where

he wag omployad In various psychlatric institutions. “idth the foriastion of
the Unioa of rolish Fatriots in 1943 the Coloncl Lsc.a e = wber of this
orsanization. He wus also a moember of the Covmunist Farty.| |

IJ‘;., ar ns is known; Yoskiewiez is still (Caren ?c.,

1Y947) the Tresident of the meutive Council of e Folish ud Oruss ia larsaw.

i

A8 soo) as Colo r*l Yoskievicz tool o_i‘xce iaoaordl 1946 Lhere mv & meaoral
shake-up in the ixceutive Couneil and ull twelve mybare y vho uloc:\ed the
e;forts of ihe rovernneat Lo iniilirate Coaunidst l'nfa SSTLEIES iuw Uiz Lgd
Cross, wera ranoval, 'lh- asw Souncil included as Jirs ’ice-rrcaic.ult a
Polisk Sociclist rParty -wobor named Jobrowolsii, aad . coxd Jice-Presideat,
‘o, Kaganiowski, & :""'.Lcr of the Soymnict farty., It shoula bs noted that

loyel wembers of aay of the six folish [doc ,rt:. s to which FI'5 beloaes are
Vor...mnio’c.,.

Another chenre, whiech wis made imuediately upoa Coloacl Kos ricwicz' taki.'::.’,

over the pres 1~.enc", was tio driaistrelor. Tas ainialstrator of the Folish
ed Cross attached to the dmecutive Couneil 11 srgaw coaducts all thz. activities
of the orszanizatica betuwean t.;u periedic nectiags of the Couseil. 7This post
was £illed da April 1946 by @o. Relieki, a Folish Jomunist Fu rt" member.

Kulieki wes a ba~guae nag in ‘.itnuc..ud prior to joinins the I’oli sh Communist
Party. After hie joined ths parly hie becesme a school teachor, and in 1940 was
the id-inistrative Director, .

To surmrize, it any be soid t,hat since «pril 1546 the . ceutive Council of
the Folish !2d Cross is composed eatirely cilher of nembers of the Polish
Communist rurty or of monbers of Bloc larties which cooperats wlth the Comunists.

- Corvunists and counist Sympathizex‘s,

It may be snid in acdition to the avova, thut b.acause the foliah Comrunist
Farty has aol treined o eu;f:»_ci sut nwier of workers who can aa..»u. we posts ia
the flold, up to arch 1947 & nerlizible number of Corrmnists thC‘ bucore
menbers of the field orszal &L.lions. AS & ruess, ong may say t.nat several
hunlred Comunist symputhizers have ba2en placed ia various lucul pOS'Ls.,

Relut joas with the Suvverarent.

(a) Deprse of Tovernnent finzneial suvport.
vhereas prior to 1954 the Folish ¢ Sross was aa ia? xpandeat orrr nizat jon
supported by publie subscription and by outrisuf m'ants rom various !daistriss
(prior to 1919), after L crestion ol the Polish Lunlia fovornueat it was
placed wader the ! Sindstey of ar. That was why a feaorcl (qzaptycm) was namned
%o the post of lrgsideat of the i-ecutive Couwseil. Ia aiditio. tiere arc extra
erants [rom the Linistry of Labor and Socizl /elfare aad tue iPolish State Social
Insurance Iastituta.

' S

{b) oxtent thet the Noverneat determiies or influences o;n::ruti:w_ re~alations.
In Aprdl 1946, whan Col. Xoskiewlez assur 10 the Chief sxecutive posrl.lo'x within
the }olis'z Rad Cross, lhis orrasluctio: becume completely subservieat to the
will of the foveraseat. 4s & result all operatine re-ulctions, instructious,
persoadel, finainces urc subjoct Lo any controls that the Cormnist karty or
the Coverm:ent care to impose upo.a the rolish ted Cross.
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Since the Folish Hed Cross falls under the Ilaistry of Nutional Defense,
liaison 15 maintaineu Lotuween the two orranizations Ly Coloacl .olinski,

who is 8lso a momber of the Polish Camynist brarty. He
represents fencrzl Spychalski who is the Folitical iducation Chief of the
tinistry of Hational Defense, a ni~hly placod member of the Camunist Farty,
and the Director of the rolish Red Cross witihin the !'inistry of Hational
Deferise. ‘

The Folish Red Cross ceased beins an gon-politiecal ralief'orga:ﬁzatim when,
on 27 Juas 1946, it oificially sigaed an appeal to the Foles asking thom to
vote “thres tiwes, yes" in the national reforeadum held on 30 June 1946,

(e) In 1945 a coordinating board was set up to handle all relief ,‘nggaaizations

ia Polund., Through bhis coordination of virious charities, relief orgonizatioas

and other institutions briaginm ald to the Foles duplication is prevented. ,
Among tho mombers arg the Catholic Charity organization, Caritas, the Y...C.l.,
various Protestuat relief units, aad the Jewish Joint Distribution Committee.

. dmeat tha other organizatiocans. vhich wlso trins aid to Foluad sre the smorican

Red Cross, Swiss Red Cross, Swedish idod Cross, and Danish Red Cross, U.S. delief
to Poland (sponsored by the arcriesn Foles), and Doa Suisse.

Yeans of Support,

The income of the Polish Rod Cross is derived Zrom two mein sources, first, an
allotment of funds by the Iinistry of var with speciel extra allotments by the
!ialstry of Labor and Social lislfare, aad the State 3ocisl Iasurzace Institute,
and, second, fron private donations. Since 1539 tho Tateraational Red Gross
has contributed nothin« dircetly to the lolish iied Cross. The othar relisf
organizations workiar in Poland usually coatritute material aid rather than
financlal assistance, . R

Dosplte the fact that detailed fipures are not availalle, according to iafor-
mation obtained fraom a member of the ixecutive Ceuncil, the Folish .ted Cross
in 1946 obtained 12 million zlotys per wmonth from various sources. sbout 90
percent of this amcunt may be said to come frox ths Govermuent while the }
remaining 10 percent from contritutions, drives, and profits on sale of dolls

and precceds from sp{:ci:zl eatertainments, porformances, coucerts, cte., The

ostinuted noad of the Folish it2d Cross is sald to bo ia the aeishborhood of

50 miilion wlotys per :onth.

fen oral Organization.

In “arsaw the Polish iled Cross is ~overasd by the tecutive Council compesed
of 12 merbers with o President at the head and an 4dministrative Director
handling the organization botween the nmsetings of the Cowacil.

There are, various J}cn;t pergons burcaus, identification bureaus, hospitals,
orphanages which arc handled by the Administrative Director.

This organization is duplicated in each voysvod where there is a Regional
Expentive Council headed by a President and with a legional administrative
Director, [Delow the rezional level the lurse cities us well as county,
organizations follow the same pattera but the nuxber of members ol the
axecubive Council varies accordiinm to the size of the unit,

(a) The sizo of the organization in loland: in 1746 the Pelish iied Cross
had approximately 5,000 exployces.

“

(b) Orpanizational scheme: there are soms 17 voysvods in Foland ia each of
which there is a Polish Red Cross iiezional Orsanizution similar to the one
which exists in Varsaw, .

{e) Cperatine vethods and their affectiveness:
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Because Lhe l'olish %ed Jross had sulfsred tremsadous losses during the war,
it baean dts oneratidns urier the aewly croated Folish frovisicasl Toverament
in a very inefficivat manner. This was dus to a shortage of trained workers
and lack of fuands. 4s many of Lhe workers who were - in o It conce.xtrabion
camps ratum 2d to loland and resumsd their pou.vmx ia th\.. orszaization there
wds a rarked improvement ia th: haadline of all cases. The lajes ion of

Co sunists i”lt’) the structure of ‘l., Polish i2d Cross has togded 1.0 iacrease,
ineffici ner auad lorer the nmorals of the workars ia the rield staticus, Ia
LArgaw t‘v inor ’14. \"us at a low eub whea Coloael floskiecwlez took ovar.
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